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ABSTRACT
Literature can open horizons of possibility, allowing students to
question, interpret, connect, and explore. A Literary text can be very
effectively used in an English language class to help develop language
competency because it is considered valuable authentic material which is not
fashioned for the specific purpose of teaching a language. The teacher of
English therefore has the freedom to use it as s/he sees fit, to suit her/his
students. Literature can be used in the classroom because it leads to cultural
and language enrichment and enables personal involvement. This paper
presents an experiment conducted by the presenter to assist undergraduate
students of a government college in Mangalore city to facilitate the acquisition
and improvement of English language skills through tasks designed on Arun
Joshi’s “The Strange case of Billy Biswas”. The tasks involved selecting chapters
from the novel, writing dialogues on them and then enacting the written short
play in front of the class.
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English is the language of the globalised
world. It is an ‘exploding language’ in the world of
‘information explosion’ and a window to access the
growing fund of knowledge in science and
technology. English is also used as a vehicle of
communication within one’s own culture and social
context. The popularity of English medium schools in
the country proves the importance of English.
However, the sad reality is that a student even after
8-12 years of studying English does not gain
confidence to speak even a few sentences
independently though s/he may have scored 70-80%
marks in the University examinations.
In
post-independent
India,
several
recommendations on learning through purposeful,
concrete and realistic situations were made laying
stress on the need to make the process of learning,
learner-oriented or enquiry-oriented so that learning
could help the learner in solving problems, foster
self-learning and involve the learner in creative and
divergent thinking. Unfortunately, teaching methods
continue to be teacher oriented and examinations
revolve round the student’s ability to memorize
resulting in high marks but low competence. Taskbased language teaching could be an effective
solution to this problem.
Task based language learning is a modern
method which marks a pedagogical shift from
teacher-oriented to more learner-oriented teaching.
N.S. Prabhu (1987), the pioneer, believed that the
development of competence in a second language
requires not systemization of language inputs or
maximization of planned practice, but rather the
creation of conditions in which learners engage in an
effort to cope with communication. David Nunan
(2004) defines task as a piece of classroom work
which involves learners in comprehending,
manipulating, producing, or interacting in the target
language while their attention is focused on
mobilizing their grammatical knowledge in order to
express meaning, and in which the intention is to
convey meaning rather than to manipulate form. The
task should also have a sense of completeness, being
able to stand as a communicative act in its own right.
Task-based teaching can be very effectively used to
teach the given syllabus. Grammar, vocabulary,
essays, poems, plays and novels can be efficiently
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employed to improve competency in English.
Literature can open horizons of possibility, allowing
students to question, interpret, connect, and explore.
A Literary text can be very effectively used in an
English language class to help develop language
competency because it is considered valuable
authentic material which is not fashioned for the
specific purpose of teaching a language. The teacher
of English therefore has the freedom to use it as s/he
sees fit, to suit her/his students. Literature can be
used in the classroom because it leads to cultural and
language enrichment and enables personal
involvement. This paper presents an experiment
conducted by the presenter to assist undergraduate
students of a government college in Mangalore city
to facilitate the acquisition and improvement of
English language skills through tasks designed on
Arun Joshi’s “The Strange case of Billy Biswas”. The
tasks involved selecting chapters from the novel,
writing dialogues on them and then enacting the
written short play in front of the class.

HYPOTHESIS
This experiment was based on the
hypothesis that task-based language teaching can be
very effectively used in an English language class to
explain a literary text, in this case a novel, to improve
comprehension, develop language competency and
actively involvesstudents in the process of learning.
The experiment was carried out in the II B
Com class and was part of internal assignment. The
aim was to introducea teaching methodology which
was learner-centred and provide an opportunity to
students to develop their Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing skills in English in a way that
would give them a sense of fulfilment and the effects
of which could be perceived and assessed and which
would help them improve their otherwise poor
confidence with regard to the English Language. The
paper presenter had conducted task-based teaching
in the past few years where the tasks not only
improved the confidence of the students with regard
to English vocabulary and usage but in the long run
also helped them perform better in their semester
exams.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1) To build confidence in students that they can be
proficient in English
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2).To improve comprehension of the novel
prescribed as text in the syllabus.
3) To persuadestudents to treat English as a
communication tool and not just as an end product.
4) To show them that English is fun, useful and
attainable.
5) To offer an experience of a wide range of English
language in a non-threatening setting and keep
corrections to the minimum.
5) The most important objective was to show that
change in teaching pedagogy will boost the
acquisition of English language skills among
students.

2.

3.
4.

THE TASK
One of the choices given to the students of II BCom
as part of internal assessment this semester was to
choose a chapter from ‘The Strange Case of Billy
Biswas’, write dialogues on the story in the chapter
and enact it in class.50 students chose this task while
the remaining chose between presenting seminar
papers on questions in the given question bank on
‘The Strange Case of Billy Biswas’ and
presentingbibliography format (MLA) of 20 books
from the college library.While the seminar
presentations were individual tasks, the bibliography
presentation and enactmentwere group tasks.

TEACHER ROLE
1.
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To present a sample or an example
of how the task was to be carried
out. This was done by showing
students videos on how other

students in the previous years had
carried out similar tasks.
To facilitate the carrying out of the
tasks and offer suggestions only
when sought.
To allot time and venue for the
carrying out of the task
To allot sufficient time for the play
enactment groups for dialogue
writing and practice.

LEARNER ROLE
1.

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY
The greatest advantage of task based
learning is that students obtain a deeper sense of
understanding into what they gain through the
process of learning because the student is able to
see the fruit of hard work at the end of it in more
practical ways than the marks that they score in the
traditional method of learning. In a task based
learning classroom vocabulary is exposed and
improved in a real-world situation, rather than as
words on a list. In addition, the feeling of being an
integral part of their group also motivates students
to learn in a way that the prospect of a final
examination rarely manages to do.
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2.

3.
4.

The learners as groups in case of novel
enactment were first required to select the
chapter for presentation.
The learners were required to read and
understand the chapter and clarify any
doubts regarding the carrying out of the
task.
The learners would observe carefully the
examples presented by the teacher
The learners in groups would first read their
given text and then depending on the
number of people in their group assign a
character each to the members. In case
there were more members they were given
the freedom to create new characters
without altering the essence of the story.
Then as a group each member would
contribute the dialogues, which were all
noted down and copied by those enacting
the characters. Then they would practice
their roles during the assigned hours and
finally on a stipulated day enact the newly
created play.

OUTCOME
This task was a novel activity to the
students. As they were given 3 choicesthey were able
to choose the activity they were interested in. The
participation of the students in the groups was
complete. This task thrilled them as for the first time
in their lives they were drafting a story or enacting in
a play which was written by them. It was apparent
that they had loved the task which involved them in
speaking in English or acting in English without any
reservations. Though their English was not always
grammatically right, their efforts to find the most
appropriate word by referring to the dictionary to
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create meaningful sentences in English was a very
satisfactory experience for both the teacher and the
students. In addition, the students emerged out of
this task with the satisfaction that they can speak,
write and create in English.
It was indeed a wonderful experience to see
Arun Joshi’s novel discussed, analysed and presented
by students instead of the one-way monotonous
lectures that a teacher would otherwise use to
explain this novel to students.
This experiment may therefore be
considered successful as it proved that task-based
teaching is an effective method of teaching English
Language and Literature.

REFERENCES
[1]. Ellis, R. (2003). Task-based language learning and
teaching. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
[2]. Nunan, D. (2004). Task-based language teaching.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
[3]. Prabhu, N. S. (1987). Second Language Pedagogy.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
[4]. Prabhu, N. S. (1990). There is no best method-Why?
TESOL Quarterly, 24(2), 161-176.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Niveditha Caroline Lobo, Assistant Professor
of English was awarded third rank in Bachelor of Arts,
Mangalore University (1992) and awarded Professor
K. Subrahmanian Endowment Prize for scoring the
Highest Grade Point Average in the Post Graduate
Certificate in the Teaching of English (PGCTE), by
English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU),
Hyderabad in 2005-06. Recipient of ‘Best student of
English Literature’, Mangalore University Examination
(1992), she has taught ESP, ESL and ELT and
conducted workshops on Basic Writing Skills,
Phonetics and English Grammar for school teachers.

145

Proceeding of Two-Day International Conference on “Language and Literature: Dynamic Resources in the ELT Classroom”
(LLR-ELT 2K17) on 10th & 11th Nov. 2017, SSN College of Engineering, Kalavakkam, Tamil Nadu 603110.

