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	Coronavirus disease (COVID) caused by the corona virus is one of the biggest pandemic in the world which almost came into the limelight in the month of December 2019 in Wuhan, China. Almost all the countries in the world have been under the lockdown. All the sectors have been considerably affected by the pandemic situation and Educator sector is not an Exception to it. Right from the schools to the university level everybody is affected or rather being affected till date.

              An alternative mode that is online education has become the need of the hour. Switching from offline mode to the online mode is not an easy task either to the Government, teachers, and parents and to the students’.There are several advantages, disadvantages, issues and challenges too. 

                 According to the UNESCO report, it had affected more than 90% of total world’s student population during mid-April 2020 which is now reduced to nearly 67% during June 2020. Outbreak of COVI-19 has impacted more than 120 crores of students and youths across the planet. In India, more than 32 crores of students have been affected by the various restrictions and the nationwide lockdown forCOVI-19. As per the UNESCO report, about 14 crores of primary and 13 crores of secondary students are affected which are two mostly affected levels in India.
India being a developing country can afford rather adopt this drastic change? Is it viable for pan India?

The Indian Government is very keen in the non-declaration of Zero year. Several reforms and measures have been taken and finally the entire Education system is moving in the online mode. The lockdown has forced many educational institutions to cancel their regular classes abruptly, exanimations, internships etc and to adopt the online system of Teaching Learning Process. Initially the educators very quite confused   and did not understand how to cope up with the situation of this sudden 
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crisis that forced us for the closure of the Educational Activities. The Indian Government took several measures to see that the Educational Activities should not be stopped under any circumstances. Though India being a developing country took the help of Technology and it is moving forward.Thus, COVID-19 created many challenges and opportunities for the educationalinstitutes to strengthen their technological knowledge and infrastructure (prayat, 2020a).

Role of a Teacher during COVID-19:

According to the Indian Education System a Guru – A Teacher is given a place after the parents. This pandemic created or still creating a lot of issues to the parents and teachers.Teachers right from KG to PG took this pandemic situation positively the lock down has given a ray of hope for teachers and students to continue their educational activities through online. The teachers assigned work to students via electronic mode—internet delivered lectures,video conferencing through using different Apps like Zoom, Google Meet, Google classrooms, YouTube andSkype etc.
ADVANTAGES:

1) Adapting to the Technological change.

2) Adoption of Innovative Teaching methodologies.

3)  Pursuing certification courses during the pandemic.

4)  Worked on improving the Teacher and student Relationship.

5) Spending quality time with the family.

6) Writing research articles and attending online webinars.

7) Faculty development programs.

8) Health Care.

DISADVANTAGES:

1) Difficulty in adapting the Technology.

2) Work life balance at home.

3) Servants were not available 

4) Very difficult to motivate students to attend online classes.

5) Attendance of the students demotivated faculties

6) Financial stress.

7) There exists a physical gap between teacher and student.

STUDENTS PRESPECTIVE:

Indian students are very well protected under the Teachers and parents shelter, right from the ancient times that is our Indian Culture. This pandemic taught the student community that anything can be done by the usage of technology, yet there are some disadvantages. But the art lies with the student how best they can make use and where to stop usage.

1) Increased Sense of Responsibility

2) Time Management

3) Adapting to the Technology.

4) Usage of Innovative learning tools.

5) Self- Driven

6) Conducting meeting with the friends.

7) Professional growth.

8) Sharing work with the parents.

9) Helping their younger ones which helps in their personality development.

10)  Pursuing online courses.

11)  Certificate courses.

12)  Connecting to the outside world.

13)   Learning the Art of Cooking.

14)  Resources Management. 

PARENTS PERSPECTIVE:

This is a totally a new situation to the Indian Parents so as to the teachers and students .The Indian parents are  so emotionally connected to their children  can’t be expressed in words. The pandemic created unrest among the parents about their academic career in multiple angles to start with:

1) Diversion of children from Routine activities 

2) No proper Discipline

3) Lack of Time Management 

4) Change in Consumption Pattern

5) No Physical Activity

6) Mental illness.

7) No Focus on studies.

8) No proper guidance for students appearing for entrances.

9)  Lot of uncertainty when Competitive Exams will be conducted.

10)   Lack of Interest to attend the online Classes.

11)  Very difficult for working parents to manage children leaving at home.

12)  No direct Contact with teacher makes students lose interest in studies.

13)  No Seriousness in writing the exams.

14)  Too much addiction to online games and other activities.

15) Problems related to eye sight.

16) Spending too much time on Computers.

17)  No Societal Gathering.

MANAGEMENT PERSPECTIVE:

The management of several Schools, Colleges, Deemed Universities and private universities are facing a lot of challenges during this pandemic.

Some of the challenges include:

1) Non - Co-operation from Teaching and Non -Teaching Staff during the pandemic.

2) Up gradation of Technology.

3) Cost incurred for establishing WI-FI Campus.

4) Payment of Salaries to the staff on time.

5) No timely Payment of fees by students.

6) No progress in College Developmental Activities.

7) Delay in the Admission Process.

8) Sanitization and Maintenance of Campus

9) Health of the Employees.

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES DURING THE PANDEMIC:

The Indian Government took a lot of initiatives to cater to the needs of the Indian Students.

1. Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) postponed all examinations of secondary and higher secondary schools on March 18, 2020

2. Govt. of India has observed one day nation-wide Janta-curfew on March 22 and implemented lockdown fromMarch 25, 2020 onwards in different phases. 

3. The lockdown 6.was declared on June 29, which is effective from 1st July to31st July 2020 with some less restriction in other sectors excepteducation.

4.  Several arrangements,including online portals and educational channels through Direct to Home TV, Radio for students to continue learning.

5. Students are using popular social media tools like Whatsapp,Zoom, Google meet, YouTube,face book etc.

6. Diksha portal contains e-Learning content for students,teachers, and parents aligned to the curriculum,

7. E-Pathshala is an e-Learning app by NCERT forclasses 1 to 12 in multiple languages.

8. National Repository of Open Educational Resources(NROER) portal provides a host of resources forstudents and teachers in multiple languages includingbooks, interactive modules and videos including a hostof STEM-based games.
9. Swayam is the national online education platform hosting 1900 courses covering both school (classes 9 to12) and higher education (under graduate, post graduate programs) in all subjects including engineering, humanities and social sciences, law and management courses.

POSITIVE IMPACT OFPANDEMIC ON EDUCATION:

1)  Move towards Blended Learning

2) Rise in use of Learning Management System 

3) Improvement in collaborative work

4) Enhanced Digital Literacy

5) Increased responsibility of parents to educate theirwards

6) Access to global education

7) Access to digital world

NEGATIVE IMPACT OF PANDEMIC ON EDUCATION:

1) Educational activity hampered

2) Impact on employment

3) Reduced global employment opportunity

CONCLUSION

COVID-19 has impacted immensely to the education sector ofIndia. Though it has created many challenges, various opportunities are also evolved. The Indian Govt. and different stakeholders of education have explored the possibility of Open and Distance learning (ODL) by adopting different digital technologies to cope up with the present crisis of COVID-19. India is not fully equipped to make education reach all corners of the nation via digital platforms. The students who aren’t privileged like the others will suffer due the present choice of digital platforms.

Even if the COVID-19 crisis stretches longer, there is anurgent need to take efforts on maximum utilisation of online platforms so that students not only complete their degree in this academic year but also to get ready for the future digital oriented environment.
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